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“Do not go where the path may lead, go instead
where there is no path and leave a trail.”              
                                          Ralph Waldo Emerson

June Writers & Contributors
Devon Adams - 6 & 7
Frieda Burston - 11
Stephen Hassler - 5
Merri Johnson - 10
Dorothy Rieke - 2

Janet Sobczyk - 12
                     Thank You!               

Total Accumulated Covid-19 Deaths
in Nebraska

                                   May   1   2366
                                   May   8   2378
                                   May 15   2378
                                   May 22   2377*
                                   May 29   2376*

*A change in numbers concerning the cumulative total 
of deaths is due to a number of unconfirmed cases being 
inadvertently assigned a confirmed status.  Upon review 
the improperly coded cases were immediately corrected.  

Promote Healthy Living For Your Children
Dorothy Rieke

     Children today are often “glued to the television, playing video 
games on computers, calling on cell phones, or working with iPods.” 
These may or may not stimulate the mind depending on content. How-
ever, other options exist that may be more beneficial to children’s physi-
cal and mental development. In fact, each individual’s life-long health 
may be greatly influenced by his or her actions and activities during 
youth. 
     In many cases, the household chores and the make-believe games of 
past years  have vanished along with the benefits of use of imaginations, 
helping with chores, and cheap entertainment. 
    Granted, children do learn watching some television programs or 
scanning the internet. These should not be omitted. However, those 
pastimes should be limited in order to give children opportunities  to 
become aware of their surroundings, gain exercise, and learn to express 
their ideas. 
     At times, with inactivity, certain health problems surface. Obesity 
causes are often due to a lack of physical activity and poor food choices 
which result in too much fat in diets from junk food. Generally, today’s 
“high- tech activity” children do not get enough physical exercise, which 
represents a key to a healthy body. 
     Children sitting for long periods of time often have higher BMI than 
active children. BMI is calculated by dividing a person’s weight by the 
square of his or her height.  In children, obesity is defined as a BMI for 
ages and gender at or above the 95th percentile. 
     Spending time inside away from fresh air and physical activities con-
tributes to obesity. In order to reverse this trend, children need to take 
brisk walks, use their imaginations, participate in extracurricular activi-
ties that require effort, and eat healthful foods.  
     Parents, at times, compound this problem when they take elevators, 
park near entrances, and drive students a few blocks to school when they 
could walk or ride their bikes.        
      However, when parents explain the benefits of vitamins and nutri-
ents, encourage physical activity as a family affair, and set good exam-
ples with exercise and eating the right foods, they are playing a vital role 
in  creating healthful eating patterns for good health during future days.  
     Physical activities must be selected according to each child’s interests 
and capabilities. If possible, make exercise a family activity when all 
members participate, support, and encourage. Activities such as playing 
ball, taking a pet for a walk, running errands, dancing, or participating in 
competitive sports, increase the chances of avoiding obesity. 
    Obesity influences children’s lives in the wrong ways. Because of 
the increase in body fat, it can cause sleep apnea and low self-esteem. 
Obesity increases risk in later life for coronary heart disease, stroke, and  
some cancers. 
     Research suggests ways to fight obesity. These include increasing 
physically nutritious foods such as fruits, vegetables and whole grains 
and cutting down on sedimentary actions. Early years with the right 
choices and a good balance of activities make a great difference in a 
well-adjusted happy child. 
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River Crossing Antiques
Country Furniture
Original Paint
Smalls

127 Main Street
Brownville, NE 68321

Cell: 402.414.0577
Home: 420.825.3981

An art collection of vernacular expressions and cre-
ations reflecting the human spirit and the passion of 
common folk celebrating the diverse and universal
traditions of life’s experiences, ceremony and rituals...

Flatwater Folk Art Museum

Appointments for Groups & Tours Welcomed
Please call for information: 402-825-4371

An art collection of vernacular expressions and cre-
ations reflecting the human spirit and the passion of 
common folk celebrating the diverse and universal
traditions of life’s experiences, ceremony and rituals...

Open Most Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays 1:00 to 4:00 P.M.
And by appointments for private viewing.

609 Main Street, Brownville, NE 68321            402-825-4371

Flatwater Folk Art Museum

402-825-4601              702 Main Street           
www.whiskeyruncreek.com      Brownville, Nebraska  68321

Three Varieties of Edelweiss; dry, regular, barrel-aged.
Try our Peach wine.

Apple Pie wine coming soon!

Join us for this year’s
Brownville Freedom Run

Saturday, July 3
5K, 10K, Half Marathon Fun Runs

Same day registration begins at 6:00 a.m.,
Race at 7:00 a.m.

Wine-Tasting Hours:
Thursday through Sunday  1 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Closed Monday through Wednesday

Whiskey Run Creek 
Winery & Distillery

Like us at www.facebook.com/WRCWinery/

Contents
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“Window On Fifth Street”..............................5
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Janet’s “School Year Flashbacks”............12
              PSC Graduation Photos..............13,14              
       PSC News.......................................15
          Scholarships At Peru State!.............16
       Valentino’s Dollar Coupon!!..........16

New “Positive” Cases of Covid-19 in our
“Country Neighborhood”

Source: Google Search; ‘Name’ County, Nebraska Covid 

  Date     Nemaha    Otoe     Johnson   Richardson

05/01-05/14    8         21           2               5
 
05/14-05/27    8           9           1             11

Isn’t it your patriotic duty to protect
your relatives, friends, neighbors?

Follow CDC Guidelines as to when/where to wear a mask.
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Your Country Neighbor
Your “2-cups-of-coffee” companion
including local photos and articles
with the flavor of rural America.

The Red-bellied Woodpecker visits my feeder frequently.
I’m sure it has little ones in a tree hollow somewhere.

The Blue Jay only visits my yard for sunflower seed.
I’ve seen the Robins and Cardinals team up to chase one away.

There are several Red Winged Blackbirds in the marshy
Roadside east of Brownville.

The House Finch is a common resident with
an uncommonly melodius song.
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Open 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM   Monday - Friday 
(402) 274-3614         2000 N Street

Auburn, Nebraska 

All Makes & Models
Collision Work
Frame Repair
Body Work
Glass Installation
Welding

A message from all of us at

STRIGGOW’S
SOUTHSIDE BODY SHOP INC.

School’s Out!

So Drive Safely!

A common roadside wildflower this time of year. 

Window On Fifth Street
Stephen Hassler, Peru

     I enjoy piecing together all these articles, ads and photos the 
week before publishing. It’s like putting together a jigsaw puzzle 
without the picture on the box, but not as difficult, because there 
are so many ways that the end product can come out. In fact, if it 
were not for deadlines, I would still be ‘tweaking’ this issue, trying 
to make it perfect.
     Window on Fifth Street is my preferred task when it comes 
to writing. I try to express my view of Small Town, America for 
those who may not have noticed or appreciated the beauty in their 
community, particularly rural living. I guess it’s kind of a “count 
your blessings” approach to viewing your surroundings. Or maybe 
an increased nostalgic awareness. A lot of my appreciation for the 
country is due to memories of growing up on a Nebraska farm, 
memories renewed after living in the big city after college, and 
then returning to alfalfa fields, windmills, and Meadowlarks along 
a quiet, dirt-surface road.
     Cornfields, however, are not what they used to be. I am awed 
each time I drive by perfect emerald green fields in July. A country 
bonus in recent years has been the amazingly beautiful Autumn fo-
liage around this area, and I am looking forward to photographing 
October again, but until then, it’s summertime!
     Often around this time of year, I recall a memory from an 
earlier time; I must have been in the fifth or sixth grade. I had a 
dream that I had just woken up and it was the first day of school. 
That was almost a nightmare!
     I didn’t dislike school. School was where and when I got to be 
with my friends, to socialize, play games, laugh and have fun. I 
even liked the new ink smell of my textbooks. But I didn’t care 
for English, I only tolerated History, but I liked Arithmetic, mainly 
because I could finish it quickly and then I could do something 
leisurely, like page through the encyclopedia with colorful pictures 
from all over the world.
     When I woke up for real, it wasn’t the first day of school after 
all, it was the Saturday after the last day of school, and I had the 
whole summer ahead of me! Best of all, Sunday was the annual 
school picnic with softball games and free ice cream. For a fifth 
grader who was tired of school and eager for summer vacation, 
that Saturday felt like the happiest day of my life, and at least up 
to that point, it might have been. And all things considered, it still 
ranks in the top ten.
     There’s something special about the Christmas season, there’s 
something special about football season, and there’s something 
special about Summer. So have fun with parades and festivals, pic-
nics and ball games, fireworks and 5Ks. It’s summertime and the 
feelin’ is amazing!
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1 Bedroom Apartment     Utilities Included
• Affordable quality living
• Rent based on income
• Applications will be placed on waiting lists
• No pets
• Handicap accessible

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider.

For Applications Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

OREGON TERRACE APARTMENTS
7th & Oregon Streets in Peru, Nebraska

For Applications
Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

CRESTVIEW SQUARE APARTMENTS

Electric stove, refrigerator and garbage disposal
Water, sewer, garbage removal, lawn care and
snow removal furnished
Laundry Facility On Site
Tenant pays for electricity, gas, TV cable and phone
Apartments have central air and heat
Located close to shopping center
Rent based on gross income and family size
Rental assistance available for qualified applicants

2 & 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
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Your Country Neighbor
Your “2-cups-of-coffee” companion

including local photos and articles

with the flavor of rural America.

PAINT GUNS

A crew came through
with paint guns loaded
with every color of the
spectrum, and they 
shot the colors at the
trees in all directions.
Now the shimmers are
alive, with feathers
flitting branch to branch, 
catching sunshine on 
their wings, like glitter 
thrown down from the 
sky. An orange rocket 
skims the orchard edge, 
while his yellow mate 
follows at a distance. 
Cardinals, like stop 
lights, are everywhere, 
and woodpeckers wear 
black and white with
red caps on their heads.
A blue bird echoes the
sheen of an indigo 
bunting as a goldfinch 
lights up a stalk of
seeds. A grosbeak 
wearing rose flies past 
the meadowlark and 
the red-winged blackbird. 
And look, new drips in
nests, growing into colors!

HEART KNOTS

When they met, it was
in a hurry, at a party, 
by the river that runs 
through the park in the
city. He was young and
she was younger, but
their eyes met and a
spark was lit. It flickered,
and then it flamed into
complications so tight
that it tied up their hearts
into a big knot that was
not what their parents
had planned for them.
“Just wait awhile, until
you’re older and meet
other people. Don’t
decide today about 
tomorrow until next
week, or next month
or next year.” 
Of course they didn’t
listen, and now they
have grandchildren,
with a great grand on
the way. And the bond
between their hearts is
wound together tighter
now, and for forever.

Here to help life go right.

Blayne Behrends
Agent
website: blaynebehrends.com

1400 Courthouse Avenue
Auburn, NE 68305
Bus 402.274.5121  Fax 402.274.5171

R
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Send to:
Devon Adams
P.O. Box 192
Peru, NE 68421

PENCIL PORTRAITS OF
PEOPLE, ANIMALS, & BUILDINGS

Portraits drawn 
from your

photographs.
8x10 mat size   $25.00

11x14 mat size  $35.00
16x20 mat size  $55.00

Phone: 402-209-9377

BLACK SATIN PURPLE

Before the warmth
of the spring sun
and the gentle rains,
the magic was 
sleeping inside 
the bulbs under
the ground. Finally,
a flat green leaf 
began to rise up 
into the air. It grew 
taller each day,
surrounded by 
it’s fellow blades.  
Sudden stalks shot 
up. Buds swelled 
on them. Finally, 
the delicate petals 
of the iris bloom
uncurled into a
satin that was 
softer than velvet 
and thinner than 
paper. It was
deeper than night,
darker than bright,
like diving into a 
bottomless pool of
black purple paint.

HAIL TO THE KING

The most feared of his
weapons is the wind, 
hurled like thousands
of spears from the sky 
to the ground, ripping,
cutting, twisting into 
living beings, like trees
and humans, the dead
maker tornado. It is
greedy in it’s attacks,
random in it’s targets, 
final in it’s destruction.
But next most feared
must be the heavy 
pellets of hail that are
thrown from the same
savage hearts that 
belong to the soldiers
inside the thunderheads.
From toy size peas of
ice to massive baseballs 
from hell, hailstones can
kill with precision in the 
same way that medieval 
warriors swung spiked 
iron balls on chains to
crush the heads of their 
enemies. His armies are
many, and his power is
unlimited, this Storm King
who rules the skies.

SUMMER DREAMS

Remember last winter,
when the house was 
cold and the cost of 
heat kept rising, and 
the wind was constant, 
and the power went 
out? And then it snowed, 
and then it snowed 
some more? Think of 
a year in the form of 
a Merry-Go-Round 
that never stops 
revolving: you will ride 
out of January into 
February eventually. 
Then Spring will pause 
briefly to remind you 
that Nebraska weather 
can be perfect, now 
and then, here and 
there, but not for long, 
ever. This is why 
we have fantasy notions
about summer: without
the bugs and bites, 
or the heat and humidity 
that melts your skin into 
your socks, or the 
vicious weeds that make 
you itch and cut your skin, 
and gum up the mower. 
We remember only the 
lovely picnics in the grass 
(without ants and bees), 
swimming in the lake 
(without mud and peeling 
sunburn), relaxing in the 
shade of big old trees 
(without chiggers in the 
grass or snakes). Our 
dream lives keep us sane, 
on good days, anyway!

SUPER DADS

They seem to be
ordinary, but they’re 
not. It is an illusion.
These men wear
invisible costumes
under their clothes,
with shiny capes that
float behind them, and
mirrored glasses that
give them the power 
to see through walls.
On their heads are
bullet shaped helmets, 
while steel gloves
make powerful claws
out of their hands.
Parked on the street
is a vehicle that can
fly, or turn into a boat
at the push of a button.
A SUPERDAD opens the
door and climbs into
the slick projectile, not
a simple sedan.The 
image is complete.
He flies home and 
lands in his driveway,
as his young child runs
out to meet his hero.
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John Deere, Honda, and Toro Mowers in Inventory

(A)  ‘18 JD X584 AWS 54” deck 267 hrs.................................................................$6,000
(A)  ’11 JD Z920A 54” deck 575 hrs......................................................................$5600
(S)  ’07 JD 777 72” deck 2815 hrs......................................................................$2495
(S)  ’14 JD X734 60” deck 664 hrs......................................................................$7200 
(S)  ’14 JD X739, 60” deck, 558 hrs, 4 wheel steer, 4wd, stk 384608…..........…….$9,000
(S)  ’14 JD X730, 60” deck, 287 hrs, stk 382978…..........................................…..$7,500
(S)  ’18 JD X380, 48” deck, 39 hrs, stk 372944……...............................…........….$3,500
(S)  ’97 JD 345, 54” deck, 1362 hrs, stk 374456…........................................…….$2,400
(S)  ’96 JD 345, 54” deck, 1374 hrs, stk 372290……......................................…….$2,400
(A)  ’06 JD 44 snowblower, stk 322142……….......................................................…..$750
(S)  ’05 JD 1445, 72” deck, 1916 hrs, diesel, stk 371132..................................$7,555
(S)  ’13 JD 997, 72” deck, 2530 hrs, diesel, stk 322280...................................$7,800

Visit us in Auburn or Syracuse and see our Lineup of John Deere Equipment.

(S) Syracuse, NE on Highway 50
800-374-4630 or 402-269-2241

(A) Auburn, NE on Highway 75
800-456-9916 or 402-274-4941

AKRS.com

The Bald Eagle nest near Dawson is well hidden among Cottonwoods.
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 • Utilities Paid
 • Building Security
 • Assigned Parking
 

 • Appliances Furnished
 • Laundry Facility
 • Activity Room & Library

No More Snow Shoveling
No More Lawn Mowing

Low Income
One  Bedroom  Apartment 

Beautiful View

Carefree Living!

Valley View Apartments
(High Rise) • 1017 H Street • Auburn, NE

  Office Hours: Mon-Fri. 9:00 to 4:00

  (402) 274-4525

This Size Ad

countryneighbor@windstream.net

$45 per month or
$108 for 3 months

4-Color is
NO EXTRA 
CHARGE

WHEN PAID IN ADVANCE 
Includes Preferred Positioning

(when available))

www.americandreamrealestatecompany.com

Whether it’s buying, selling, renting, or
looking for a place to build, let

The American Dream
Real Estate Company

be your first choice.

Andrea Mellage, Associate Broker..274-8557                     
Carla Mason, Broker .......274-1817

402-274-4410
820 Central Avenue                         Auburn, Nebraska 68305

509 Oregon St., Peru   $24,900
1 bed/1 bath investment prop-
erty located in Peru. Occupied 
all but 2 months of last 7 years.

1023 5th St., Peru       $75,000
Five 1 bedroom apartments. Newer roof, 
furnace, water heaters, and some new 
windows. 2-car detached garage, large lot

1617 Central Ave. Auburn $325,000
Turnkey Business Opportunity.  

Steakhouse & Lounge, with
Gazebo and 4 rental units. 

508 Nebraska St., Peru      $65,000
Three 2 bedroom apartments, 
with potential for 4th apartment. 
Fully occupied at present.

1100 Central Avenue   $130,000
Corner lot with Hwy frontage. Bldg 
size; 3150 sq ft. Lot size; 10,224 sq ft.

Commercial Property

NEW LISTING!

1223 Q St, Auburn         $625,000
28-Room Motel including

2 bed/2 bath living quarters.
Open floor plan.

Lovely Victorian with charm and character in abundance 
on corner lot! Updated kitchen with new solid surface 
counter tops, amazing storage. Farmhouse sink, built 
in dishwasher. Main floor laundry/bath. Formal dining 
room with space for 96” plus table. French doors, spa-
cious living room w/bay window, built in hutch. For-
mal front entryway. Wrap around covered porch. Brick 
patio with built-in grill. 3 bedrooms, sun room, and 
full bath upstairs with refinished wood floors. Main 
floor has bedroom and office near the main floor bath. 
Partial unfinished basement. 2-car detached garage.

703 13th Street, Auburn     $149,900

Sale 

Pending Sale 

Pending

Both for $900,000  =  $50,000 discount!
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Diary of a Part-time Housewife
Merri Johnson, Auburn

A few weeks ago, I entered our garage to get bird seed to refill our multiple feeders. It 
was a completely routine thing to do, and I had no reason to suspect that the subject of 
my worst phobia was lurking just inside the seed cabinet. I was utterly unprepared to 
open that cabinet door and see a good-sized gray mouse tiptoeing among the seed con-
tainers. You can bet that I slammed that door shut with as much force as possible. It’s one 
of those plastic cabinets with loose-fitting doors that are literally impossible to slam, so 
there was no satisfying crack of wood door on wood frame. Nor did I scream hysterically 
like an actress in a melodrama. My utterance was more of a loud gasp of revulsion. 

I did march back into the house double-time, however, and instruct Hubby to immedi-
ately set traps in that cabinet. Of course, we had no traps, having never before needed 
one in this house. (And by the way, where are all the stray neighborhood cats when you 
need them???) Hubby dutifully headed for Orscheln’s to acquire all means of exterminat-
ing this vermin. I know sticky traps are less humane than spring traps, but when dealing 
with rodents, “no mercy” is my motto. You cannot deploy too many traps when you have 
a mouse in your attached garage.

Anyway, Hubby emptied the cabinet and set the traps. He left the garage door open to 
give the vile creature an escape route. (It had probably come in through the same door, 
since we had unintentionally left it open the previous night.) I had Hubby empty the ga-
rage rag box to make sure there was no nest of horrid baby mice just waiting to make my 
life a waking nightmare.

For the rest of that day, I knocked loudly on the house-to-garage entry door before open-
ing it, just in case that mouse was anywhere nearby. I saw no sign of the mouse on any 
of my visits to the garage, but I kept my guard up into the next day. Hubby checked the 
traps, but they remained empty.

Three days later, he announced, “Well, I caught your mouse.” 

“What?!” I screeched. “You mean I have been rummaging around out there for three 
days with that thing still hanging around?” A shiver of creepiness and disgust ran through 
my body.

“Yeah, I got it with the spring trap. I threw it out, so you don’t need to worry about it 
anymore,” he assured me.

“Wait, where exactly did you throw it?” I wanted to be sure that I would not accidentally 
come across its rotting carcass. Coming across a dead mouse unexpectedly is almost as 
bad as seeing a live one.

“You’ll never see it,” Hubby pronounced, and stubbornly refused to tell me the location 
of its final resting place. I would have preferred to impale its body on a pike as a warning 
to other mice, but I doubt they would have taken the hint.

As a member of the Nebraska Master Naturalists organization, I know I should have 
respect for all critters. They all play a role in maintaining the balance of nature. As far as 
I know, the only good purpose for mice is to be food for larger predators. And since there 
are no predators in my garage – except me – it is my absolute duty to control the rodent 
population in my domain. Or rather, it is Hubby’s duty to control them, since I cannot 
stomach even setting a trap. And I, for sure, cannot empty a trap with a mouse in it. 
Thank goodness Hubby is a manly man!

HOMETOWN BRAND APPLIANCES
GE • Hotpoint • Whirlpool • Maytag

SALES, SERVICE, & PARTS

                           1011 CENTRAL AVENUE
(402) 274-5512                       AUBURN, NEBRASKA 68305

Your Country Neighbor
Your “2-cups-of-coffee” companion
including local photos and articles
with the flavor of rural America.
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   Three convenient locations in Southeast Nebraska

      Auburn  1901 N Street                        402.274.2444          

      Humboldt  713 4th Street                    402.862.2321

      Nebraska City  620 Central Avenue    402.873.3715

The Falls City Area Artist Association
Has Space Available For

Your Artistic Creations
At 1620 Stone Street, Falls City

Visit Us On Facebook
ArtGallery/FallsCityAreaArtist

Or Call 402-245-2800

(402) 274-4186 or (800) 628-6394

Like Us on Facebook @codysusavepharmacy

Pharmacy

Cody’s

Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 - 5:30, Sat 8:30 - Noon
www.codysusave.com

2220 J Street

• Convenient Drive-Thru Window
• Free Delivery Service in Auburn Mon - Sat
• Free Delivery Service in Peru on Tue & Thu
• Same-Day Prescription Mail-Out Service

Ask For  “MED SYNC”  At
Cody’s USAVE

1 Trip, 1 Day a Month, for All Your Refills!

Cody’s USAVE in Auburn
Caring For You, And About You

Dedicated To Providing The Best 
Healthcare for You and Your Family

A Time to Save, and a Time to... 
(The Late) Frieda Burston

(From Your Country Neighbor, June 2006)
     Went around all week feeling like there was a 10-ton stone in the bottom of my 
stomach. Didn’t know why.
     Then, cleaning up for the Sabbath, I picked up the brochure of the Residential Facil- 
ity I’m headed for, and there was a twinge in the gut. Ah, YES! my problem started 
when I showed that brochure to My-Student-the-Doctor, who has just retired. He read 
it, every word of it, then whipped out his little electronic gismo and started in-putting, 
in deep silence, with a little head-shaking.
     Then he said, “You can’t afford to take a one-bedroom apartment. They just raised 
the rent by a bigger percent than your pensions rose. And extra services like washing 
your back, cost. At your age, it won’t be long before you’ll need those extra services. 
The money will have to come from your savings. So take a studio apartment, and have 
money for a back-washer. And buying furniture for one room will cost less than for 
two. Save your money for when you’ll need it.” Suddenly, from rich I was poor—
I went into shock. Lulu and D-D had told me that this was what I had saved for so care-
fully, so that I wouldn’t have to be a burden on my children, that the time had come to 
spend it now, to enjoy it. But if I lifted the lid and really looked at it, I knew I hadn’t 
saved for enjoyment. Not for a back wash, either.
     I saved because I was a child of the Great Depression. Saving was a way of life. One 
saved. To this day I never eat the last piece of anything, I save it because I might be 
hungry later and find nothing to eat. When I put a new bag of food into the refrigerator, 
I feel free to eat or throw the last shriveled piece in the old bag. Not until then. I might 
need it, and then I wouldn’t have it. So I save it. The memory of hunger curling up our 
skinny little tummies at night, curls up my fat little tummy even now.
     We lived with fear for most of my young life— not fear of invading armies, of 
political conspiracies, or of epidemic disease. No. We lived in fear of hunger, of home-
lessness, of all the terrors of times so poor that a man digging ditches by hand with a 
broken shovel, prayed every day for a ditch to dig. Factories closed, businesses went 
bankrupt, stores sold out. People found themselves on the street among their cherished 
beds and chairs, in winter. People who had cars had no money for gasoline. People who 
had horses couldn’t buy hay. People who had stoves had no wood to burn. (Banks let us 
live in foreclosed houses without rent, as insurance against people tearing down houses 
to burn, board by board, at home.)
     Anyone who had a yard tried to grow food— then every green leaf vanished in a 
cloud of locusts. Not just one year. Two. Then there were six years of drought. My 
brother dug a deep hole in the yard — we dropped a bucket on a rope, and pulled up 
enough mud to keep the tomatoes alive. The ground turned to dust, the winds blew the 
dust away, hunger spread. There were days in winter when we gathered around our only 
coin, a dime, debating whether to spend it on a loaf of bread or a quart bottle of milk. 
Either, or. There were stores where stale bread and “turned” milk were half-price, but 
how much shoe leather was worn off, walking to them? A pair of paste-on rubber soles 
were 19 cents at the Dime Store, but if there wasn’t money for food, where would the 
money for paste-on soles come from? Nobody worried about washing Grampa’s back. 
(People naturally smelled. No deodorants in those days.) We worried instead whether 
we should take less ourselves, and share our milk or bread with Grampa.
     Thirty years later I had silver spoons on my table. Forty years later, a three-level 
house overlooking a lake. The country outgrew the Great Depression, and so did my 
generation. Or we thought we did. But I wonder how many of my childhood friends can 
look at what we so carefully saved for our old age, and now that that old age is here, 
feel comfortable about breaking into it and spending it off so quickly? Or do they have, 
like me, not butterflies in their stomachs— but ten-ton stones, when thinking on it now?
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School Year Flashbacks
Janet Sobczyk, Omaha, © 2021

It’s done 
the relief is real
summer beckons… but
before leaving the school year behind
flashbacks scroll across my mind, a photo gallery:

Glowing smiles of grads as they remove masks to pose
Proud families gathered and hugs all around
Prom held outside, beneath a cloudy sky, twinkle lights and magic holding back rain
Green shirts on St. Pat’s with snacks and Zoom bingo
Pink and red valentines, the giggles and blushes of young crushes
A snowball throwing contest, lined up, arms ready, powdery ammo flies far
Trimming classroom trees with handmade décor, wearing gaudy sweaters
A turkey feast done differently, classrooms apart, but still delicious
Halloween costumes with Covid masks
Walking in autumn air, circling the parking lot for much-needed mask breaks
Labor Day weekend, the first respite for exhausted (already!) teachers and students
Practicing new rules, cleaning, taking temps, learning how far apart 6 feet should be
First day jitters amplified by pandemic fears

It’s done
this challenging school year is over at last
looking back, so proud of everyone
reaching across miles to remote learners, sharing smiles
facing fears, changing plans, tackling new technology
being there for each other through sadness and joy
doing more than we knew we could
and looking back…
it was all for the good!

Janet’s daughter attends Madonna and is 
shown here at prom with her date, who 
is also a Madonna student.

Photo by Janet Sobczyk

This poem is dedicated to the students, teachers, and staff of 
Madonna School in Omaha, who made it through the whole 
2020-21 school year in-person with a remote learning option.
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Peru State College Graduation
May 8, 2021
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Peru State College Graduation
May 8, 2021
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Peru State College News

There’s still Time to Register for PSC Girls Basketball Camps

It is not too late to register for the upcoming Peru State women’s basketball 2021 
summer skills camps. The camps will be held June 7-10 in the Al Wheeler Activ-
ity Center on the College’s campus.

There is a special session for Grades K-4 from 8 to 11:30 a.m. for $80 or if the 
participant wants to stay through lunch, the fee is $100.

For girls’ grades 5-12, instruction will take place from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. daily for 
$140. Lunch will be provided for all participants.

Campers will receive daily instruction to address all areas of skill development. 
All campers will receive a camp t-shirt. There will be a $10 discount for two or 
more from the same school.

To register, go to: https://www.perustatewomenshoops.com/
For more information, campers should contact Bobcat women’s basketball head 
coach Ian Holleran at iholleran@peru.edu or by phone at 703-344-4601.

Hansons Recognized As
Spring Semester Ends

As the spring semester closed, Dr. Dan 
Hanson and Elaine Hanson were recog-
nized for their years of service to Peru 
State College. Dan Hanson, President 
of Peru State College, announced their 
intention to retire in the fall of 2020 with 
their last day on June 30.

Dan and Elaine Hanson were also rec-
ognized at the Spring 2021 Commence-
ment. The Vice Presidents, Debbie 
White, Dr. Jesse Dorman and Dr. Tim 
Borchers, on behalf of the College’s 
faculty and staff, presented the Han-
sons with a print of the sesquicenntenial 
painting by Todd Williams and a Peru 
State flag.

President Hanson was previously rec-
ognized this spring by the Nebraska 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
(DAR) with the Distinguished Citizen 
Medal. The DAR Distinguished Citizen 
Medal recognizes individuals who fulfill 
the qualities of honor, service, courage, 
leadership, and patriotism.

A farewell reception is scheduled for Sat-
urday, June 5 outdoors on the Peru State 
campus, beginning at 1:30 p.m. A pro-
gram will begin around 2 p.m. In case of 
inclement weather the event will be held 
in the Al Wheeler Activity Center.

2021 Bobcat Volleyball Clinics Announced
Several clinics for different ages will be conducted by the Bobcat volleyball 
coaching staff and players as Peru State announced its summer volleyball plans. 
The camps will be held in the Al Wheeler Activity Center (AWAC) and are open 
for both girls and boys.

Peru State will host a Passing and Serving Skills Clinic on July 26, a Setting and 
Attacking Skills Clinic on July 27, and an All Skills Clinic on July 28. On the 
26th and 27th, the clinics will be divided between grades 1-4 which will take 
place from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. and grades 5-8 which will take place from 12:30 to 
3:30 p.m.
The cost of the July 26 and 27 clinics is only $20 which includes a t-shirt. There 
is a $5 discount per sibling registered.

The All Skills Clinic will take place from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. for grades 9 through 
12. Its cost is $50. Lunch and a t-shirt will be included for this camp. The $5 
discount per sibling registered applies for this camp as well.

For more information, campers should contact Bobcat head volleyball coach 
Laurie Felderman at lfelderman@peru.edu or by phone at 920-639-5844.
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Pure Raw Honey

402 - 274 - 3725
Auburn, Nebraska

We Can Ship Any Amount

12 oz. bears ................................................. $3.75
24 oz. bears ................................................. $6.50
5 lb. jug ...................................................... $19.00
1 gallon jug (12 lbs.).................................. $44.00
5 gallon jug (60 lbs.)................................ $173.00Valentino’s of Nebraska City

1710 South 11th Street
Nebraska City, NE 68410

(402) 873-5522

Redeemable Only at Valentino’s in Nebraska City.
(402) 873-5522  1710 South 11th Nebraska City, NE 68410

$1.00 OFF ANY PURCHASE!!! 
Good Through July 31, 2021

$1.00 OFF ANY PURCHASE!!! 

Purchase Gift Cards Totaling $50, and 
Receive a $5 Gift Card Free!

Dine in! 
Our Grand Italian Buffet 

Includes Pizza,
Salad & Dessert!

CHANCELLORS 
$6,750

GPA of 3.85 out of 4.0

PRESIDENTS 
$6,250

GPA of 3.50 out of 4.0

DEANS 
$5,750

GPA of 3.20 out of 4.0

T.J. MAJORS 
$5,250

GPA of 2.70 out of 4.0

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR SCHOLARSHIPS AT:

WWW.PERU.EDU/ADMISSIONS
Nebraska’s First College • Established in 1867 • Peru, Nebraska • 1-800-742-4412  |  Member Institution of the Nebraska State College System 

Accredited by the Higher Learning Commission since 1915  |  Accredited by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE)

CAREER SCHOLARSHIP PLUS
Peru State College and the State of Nebraska are calling all 
future Business, Education, Criminal Justice and Computer 
majors!

The Nebraska Career Scholarships have limited availability,  
so don’t miss the award deadline, so apply today.

Up to full tuition scholarships available!

AWARD REQUIREMENTS:
◆ Majoring in Business, Education, Criminal Justice or  

Computer Management Information Systems.
◆ Score of 18 or above on the ACT.
◆ Completed free Peru State College admission  

application and personal statement.

And Another Great Favorite!
Country Style

Fried Chicken!!
With Sides of Corn, Biscuits,
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy 

Always Fresh, Never Frozen


